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Oregon Department of Transportation

123 NW Flanders Street

Portland, OR 97209-4012
Attn: Richard F. Watanabe, P.E.

Metro East Area Manager – Region 1

Dear Mr. Watanabe,

With another summer travel season approaching, business leaders within our community have expressed concerns regarding challenges visitors and local residents face each year during construction projects along Highway 26.

While we understand the necessity for construction to be completed during the summer months, we are obliged to relay the concerns of residents and business owners who find that construction often limits, and at times block vehicle access to streets and businesses. 

During these economic times, local area businesses are even more dependent upon visitors and travelers during the summer tourist season. In addition, having entryways to local businesses limited or blocked due to improvement projects creates an inconvenience for travelers, as well as a significant loss of revenue for our businesses. The lack of clearly designated entry points for traffic through our communities also creates unsafe conditions, as drivers must dramatically decrease their speed to carefully navigate through construction projects, while impatient drivers behind them often fail to maintain a safe distance.

It is the wish of The Villages at Mt. Hood Board of Directors to establish and facilitate a better communication process between ODOT employees/contractors and our local businesses.

We ask that in the future, all construction projects within our community implement extra care to designate clearly marked entryways into local businesses and residential streets. Designating clear turning pathways with signage, such as an arrow indicating a clearly marked pathway for vehicles wishing to exit the Highway would not only be minimal, but should be an appropriate requirement for all construction projects within our community, regardless of time of year.

After formal review of this request, we respectfully ask that our Villages BOD be allowed to review and comment on all plans for traffic flow during the planning phase, in order that we may inform local business leaders of your intentions to implement and improve a better strategy for designated traffic access points throughout the Villages of Mount Hood.  

Finally, we would like to take this time to thank you in advance for your consideration, and we look forward to working with ODOT in the future to improve the communication process with local business leaders.

Sincerely,

Bob Reeves, Chairman

George Wilson, Director

THE VILLAGES AT MT. HOOD              PO BOX 142 WELCHES, OREGON 97067
www.thevillagesatmthood.com
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